 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Dear All:

August 28, 2010
 
The summer has really scooted away from under us—it seems like I was just finishing summer school and now in a few days I will be in China!!  I am going with a Education group so  we will be mixing seeing sites with getting insights into Chinese education. After Beijing and Qian, the last 5-6 days I will be in Shanghai with my friend who spent 3 months on the 3rd floor at Harper 18 months ago while she did research on the American Headstart system.  I will be staying with her so I feel as if I will be getting a real life experience—not just a tour—which is very much the way I like it. 

Gordon will stay state side-- holding down the home front—his classes have just begun but I will be scouting out places we can go together another time.   Actually I should be starting my class as well but I’ve figured out a way to do a session or so on line.   I am very excited that this year I will be spending quite a bit of my Erikson time on our Early Mathematics project.  Our team’s proposal  placed 8th out of 1700 applicants for a major federal grant called i-3!  I feel like I did working on the Britannica program.   As our chief investigator Jie’Qi Chen says –this really is a collaborative effort –we should change that I in the title to “we”

We did have time in the last few weeks to glory in most of our granddaughters.  We spent 4 days with Simone, Saskia, Sarah and Nico in San Francisco, rediscovering the amazing way infants are so very inner and present.  She is a beautiful peaceful young thing who looks a great deal like her wonderful older sister as well as exactly like herself.   We got back to spend almost a lovely leisurely week with Pat and Mary Beth, who stopped  by for a Rycna wedding at Notre Dame  on the way west to friends in  Colorado.

 We were really disappointed not to be have time with Ava and Tyra but they did have lots of fun with Mireille and Savannah who had a week in horse riding camp in Kentucky and got some cuzin fun in Louisville on either side.  Mireille and Savannah were here for a few fantastic days—they got to know our neighbor’s (the kids go to Ancona!), had a grand time swimming in the Lake, and appreciated expeditions to the dinosaur museum and in South Bend to a quilt show.  We took a couple of days to drive to DC—with an especially interesting stop at the Indian Mounds museum in Moundsville W. Va.  , The brutal ugliness of the steel mills along the Ohio are in such contrast to the green world that the builders of those mounds knew.  Another, rather quirky contrast we saw was the Taj Mahal of West Virginia, built by the Hare Krishnas.   It’s definitely worth a detour. And when you have 2 such inquiring young minds as Mimi and Savannah along, it’s even better.  They are phenomenal travelers though Savannah had to admit she was getting tired of being so good by the time Ali picked them to go back to Brooklyn.  

Going to DC gave us a chance to see Hilary and Kathy—as well as Brigid, Pat and Mary Beth.   It was great fun to have an afternoon at Jennifer and Matt’s where Gordon and Gannon talked science.  

We can tell we are getting older— blood pressure, diabetes, and creaky limbs all around--  though it’s a bit harder to tell with Go-Go  Gordon at 70 who  puts us to shame.    Pat finally has his 6 front teeth back and we hope the bureaucratic glitches will mean Hilary and Kathy can move to Arlington where they will be close to the family soon.   

The end of summer round of birthdays and events  is heating up:  Olivia and Peter have already had their August Birthdays.  Simone turned 5, Daniel and Liz celebrate one more year on Sunday the 29th; in the next week or so, Shannon and Anita have birthdays, Sebastien and Mia celebrate their 12th wedding anniversary, and of course Teagan and Emily have a wedding (Sept 11) –I’m really sorry to be missing that—I’ll have to bring back a chip from the Great Wall for them. 
Love to all - from Mary

